Attendance and Participation
Attendance at lecture and participation in discussion are expected. If you need to miss class for a family emergency, illness, or University-sponsored event, you must notify me in advance via email and provide appropriate documentation. Unexcused absences will adversely affect your participation grade. Upon your fourth unexcused absence, you will be either administratively dropped from the course or receive a final grade of F.
If you must miss a class, please obtain notes from another student. I will not distribute PowerPoint slides or my own personal notes, nor will I provide a private tutorial. If you have spoken to a classmate and still have questions, I am available to fill in the gaps.
Required readings are, in fact, required-you should complete them prior to the beginning of the class for which they're assigned and come to class prepared and ready to discuss them. You are advised to complete the assigned reading in the order in which they are listed in the syllabus, and you are expected to bring all of the day's readings with you to class.
In addition to general preparation and participation, at the beginning of the semester you will select an African country and become the class's expert on that country. You will be responsible for independently researching your country's history, economy, and politics, such that you will be prepared to talk in class about each day's reading and lecture topic as it relates to your country. You will also make a brief in-class presentation introducing your country early in the semester (you will meet with me during the first two weeks of the semester to sign up for a presentation date).
I expect you to be courteous and respectful to me and to your classmates. This means arriving on time, staying in your seat and awake until the end of the period, and refraining from texting or other distracting activities.
I will permit the use of laptops in class, but discourage them. Students who feel they must use a laptop are required to sit in the first row and to make a commitment to using them only for the purpose of note taking. If I find that laptops are being used for other purposes, the privilege will be revoked.
Late arrivals and early departures, being present but unprepared to participate, participating without being prepared, and engaging in distracting or disrespectful behavior will all adversely affect your participation grade.
Assignment Details
Map Quiz: You will be responsible for identifying countries and their capitals. You may find these practice quizzes helpful: sporcle.com/games/g/africa; sporcle.com/games/remskray/map_africa; sporcle.com/games/g/africacapitals Daily Summaries: On ten dates of your choosing, you will submit a short summary (maximum one page) describing relevant details about your country that relate to that day's reading and lecture topic. The specific topics you will need to address in the summaries are listed under each date in the reading schedule below.
You must complete at least three summaries by September 30 th .
Country Briefs: While you will be responsible every class period for understanding the readings as they relate to your country, you will also submit three 5-6-page papers about your country over the course of the semester. The papers will focus, in turn, on some aspect of your country's experience with post-colonial political institutions, conflict, and development, and will consider the applicability of political science theories and concepts in explaining this case. You will pose a research question about your country, propose an answer to that question, and then provide relevant evidence to support your answer. The country briefs are due on October 5 th , November 4 th , and December 2 nd . If you wish, you may revise and resubmit one of the first two papers, in which case your grade on the revised paper will replace your original grade (though any late penalties assessed will remain).
Exams: Both the midterm and final exam will consist of IDs and essay questions. You will need to draw on information from both lectures and readings in order to successfully answer the exam questions. The final exam will be comprehensive.
Paper Submission and Help
The country briefs and summaries should be double-spaced, with 1-inch margins, 12-point Times New Roman font, and standard character spacing. Each paper must be submitted in hard-copy format prior to the beginning of class on the day it is due. Failure to meet this deadline for the country briefs will result in a half letter grade deduction for each 24-hour period after the due date and time, beginning at 3:01 p.m. Late country summaries will not be accepted. It is your responsibility to complete all assignments such that sufficient time remains to deal with any technical difficulties you might encounter. I will not be sympathetic to claims of malfunctioning printers.
Each paper must also be submitted to Blackboard as a Word document (not a PDF or text file). In the absence of electronic submission, your paper will not be graded.
The SMU Writing Center can help you with your writing. Call 214-768-3648 for an appointment.
Contacting Me
For very quick questions (questions you think I can answer in about three sentences or less) or to schedule an appointment, the best way to contact me is via email at kcloward@smu.edu.
My office hours, listed at the beginning of the syllabus, are your time. I am here to help you, but in order for me to do that you must first let me know that you are having a problem. If you cannot attend my regular office hours, I am happy to schedule another time.
Religious and Disability Accommodation
Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first contact Disability Accommodations & Success Strategies (DASS) at 214-768-1470 or http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS to verify the disability and to establish eligibility for accommodations. You should then schedule an appointment with me to make appropriate arrangements. It is essential that you address your needs early in the semester, before assignments are due.
Students who need to miss class for religious reasons should provide me with an explanation, in writing, no later than September 9 th .
Honor Code
I take plagiarism and other forms of cheating very seriously. Plagiarism is the use of someone else's work, words, or ideas as if they were your own. When in doubt, cite. In addition, you may not recycle work you have submitted in another course.
The SMU Honor Code governs all student work in this course, both in class and outside of the classroom. Honor code violations are punishable not only by a failing grade for the course, but also by referral to the University Honor Council. Ignorance of the Honor Code and its provisions is not an excuse. Any questions about specific applications of the Honor Code should be addressed to me.
Personal Responsibility
I am committed to being accessible to students, and I want you to succeed in the course, but you should not mistake this attitude for lax standards or low expectations. I am absolutely serious about this course. If you do not intend to be equally serious, this may not be the course for you. If you choose to take the course, the onus is on you to do the things necessary to achieve the goals you've set for yourself, or to accept responsibility if you do not. You will get out of the class what you put into it. Students who demonstrate their commitment to the course and to putting in the necessary work will find that I am ready and willing to help and advise them whenever possible. But I will not pick up the slack for students who are just looking to skate by, and I won't do your work for you. Moreover, I will enforce all of the rules set out for this course-I will not make exceptions simply because you forget what the rules are or think they shouldn't apply to you for whatever reason.
RESOURCES
Paying attention to African current events will help you in this course. Consider the following: 
News

